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e Such Confuſion and Dread dwell on the 


oy — Faces of ALI, who ſold to 
ce —1 Intereſts, ſtand branded in the 


" Forckend with the White Horſe, the 
Ignominious Mark of Slavery.“ 


See Letter the Third, Page 59. 
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1 0 THE 
OFFICERS 
ö 
PRIVATE GENTLEMEN 
. 
HIS MAJESTY 
FOOT- GRENADIERS. 


; GENTLEMEN, 


I Take the Liberty to Addreſs theſe 
| Sheets to you, not as Subjects in 
a general Senſe, but as a particular, 


| Military | 


Eris TLE DEDICATORY. 
Military Corps: I take the Liberty 


to recommend them to your Peruſal: 


And if I mention not in this Place a 


ſufficient Reaſon for your peruſing 
them, it is, becauſe I would not fore- 


ſtal your Attention. Be perſuaded 


PETR they were wrote with aA good Intent, 


and that they materially concern your 
Welfare and Reputation. I have the 
Honour to be, 7 


GENTLEME N, 


Four vigilant Servitor „ 


CoMMILES. 
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PRIVATE GENTLEMEN 
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HIS MAJESTY 


FOOT- GUARDS. 


1 - HEN I conſider ye as the imme- 
diate Body-Guards of our King, and 


that ye merit not ſo diſtinguiſhed, 


85 > important a Station, but through your 
p undoubted Fidelity, and known perſonal 


Courage : 


$E 
Courage: When I conſider ye only as mi- 
litary Men, and that as ſuch ye have a pub- 
lick Character to ſuſtain; that ye cannot 
be too delicate in Points of Honour ; that 


it becomes ye, nay, that it is your Duty, 


to reſent every the minuteſt Indignity, of- 


fered either to yourſelves or your Royal 
| Maſter: When 1 confider ye likewiſe as 


Natives of Great Britain, to whom Liberty 
is dearer than Fortune, Health, or even 
Life itſelf; judge how great muſt be my 


Surprize to ſec, in a Letter, lately written 


to your Fellow-Subjects, the People of 


England, that ye are there ſtigmatized as 
Daſtards; that ye are fold to 2 —2 
| Intereſts; and that ye are branded in the 


moſt conſpicuous Part of your Face. with 


the Mark of ignominious Slavery. Or rather 


judge how much greater muſt be my Sur- 


prize, to find that thirty Days are elapſed, 
ſince the Publication of that Letter, and ye 


have not yet made the leaſt Enquiry after 


the Author of to infamous a Reproach. Cer- 


tainly there can be no other Reaſon, but 
that ye are totally ignorant any ſuch Defa- 


mation has appeared 1 in Print, 


Tuls 


Er ˙ ü 
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Tus, Gentlemen, is the only Excuſe 
can be alledged for your otherwiſe unpar- 
donable Supineneſs. But this Excuſe can 
no longer be pleaded; if it was the only 
Bar to your juſt Reſentment, it is now re- 
moved; and ye are at full Liberty to take 
the readieſt and moſt adviſeable Meaſures 


to exculpate yourſelves from ſo ſcandalous 
an Imputation. 


THAT ye may not think I have exagge- 
rated any Expreſſions on this Occaſion, 


merely to prejudice you againſt the Author, 


permit me to tranſcribe his own Words. 


„Such Confuſion and Dread dwell on 


« D Faces of ALL, who, ſold to 
* - 7 Intereſts, ſtand branded in 


the Forchead with the White Horſe, the 
* ignominious Mark of Slavery.” The 
Strokes of the Pencil in this Picture are 


too bold to need a higher Colouring. What 


can there be ſaid more calumniating, or 


what more eſſentially derogatory to a Sol- 
dier $ Reputation. 


B Ia 
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I say a Soldier's Reputation, for with him 
Valour is to be conſidered as a private Pro- 
perty, and never-failing Ladder to Prefer- 
ment. Whoever then ſhall tax him with 
Puſillanimity, z#/o facto, annihilates the very 
Means of all future Promotion, and puts 
his preſent daily Suſtenance on a very pre- 
carious tottering Foundation. Yet, Gentle- 
men, in this Predicament do ye now ſtand. 
| For ye are loudly proclaimed to be Daſ- 
tards; the White Horſe, your military 
Enſign, which ye wear in the Front of your 
Caps, is ſliamefully reviled; and as if to be 
called purchaſed Slaves were not a ſufficient 
Appellation of Diſgrace, this Author has 
: ſuperadded to your Slavery, the harſh Epi- 


thet of . gnominious. 


Tas, Gentlemen, is an Affront particu- 
larly levelled at you, and you only. For 
the Expreſſion here introduced is by no 
Means vague, or equivocating; it is abſolute- 
ly definite in itſelf, and cannot be applied to 
any other Body of Men in the Kingdom, 

but to his Majeſty's Foot Grenadiers : For of 

all the King's Britiſh Subjects, you alone are 


pe * 


111 1 
permitted to blazon your Cap of Maintain- 
ance with that honorary Diſtinction. 2 


Having then amply ſhewn, that your 
Corps in particular has been groſsly and pal- 
pably affronted, it may not be amiſs to en- 
quire whether, by any previous MiſconduR, 
ye have merited ſo injurious a Treatment 


from the Hands of this abuſive Author. 


IxpEED where Men, or even Women 
(for the Difference of Sex makes no mate- 
rial Difference in this Conſideration) give 
themſelves up to vicious Habits, where their 
whole Conduct is invariably repugnant to 
the ffated Rules of publick Decency, ſuch 
Perſons become fit Objects for publick Cen- 
Hare. But where a Body of People, gallant 


in Time of War, obedient in Time of Peace, 


are treated in expreſs Terms as daſtard, ig- 
nominious Slaves, certainiy the Author of 
ſuch Abuſe can be no virtuous Citizen him 
ſelf, nor a Well-wiſher to that Commu- 


nity, of which he appears ſo . a 
Member. 


3 Lav 
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Leer us then farther examine this Au- 
thor ; let us conſider guo animo, ad quem fi- 


nem, with what Intention and to what End 
he has uttered theſe violent, defamatory 


Expreſſions. 


TraT the Hſignalia of Royalty ought 


to be reſpected, and honoured by every 


Subject, is a Fact no one in his Senſes will 
preſume to deny. That the White Horſe, 


by a legal Engrafture, is become a Part of 


the Britiſh Arms, is likewiſe a Fact equally 
undeniable. How tranſcendently flagitious 


then mult be the Intention of that Repro- 
bate, who ſhall have the Effrontery to aſſert, 
that any Part of the Britiſh Arms is a 


Type and Symbol of ignominious Slavery! | 
Betides, how weak, how puerile muſt 


ſuch an Argument appear. Might he not 


as well pretend to quarrel with the for- 
mer Sovereigns of England for quartering 


the Arms of France, Wales, Ireland, and 
Scotland with thoſe of this Kingdom ? Or 
| ſhall it be deemed a glorious Atchievement 
in Huy V. that he added the Arms of 
Hane to the Arms of England, and an 
| 1 illaudable 
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illaudable Act in George I. that he likewiſe 
added thoſe of his hereditary Dominions? 


What Imbecility, what Inconſiſtency of 
Reaſoning were this ! 


BuT you ſee, Gentlemen, it is not 


literally the White Horſe, it is not literally 


the Arms of Hanover, that exaſ; perates 


this diſtempered, ulcerated, gangrened 
Author. A Prince of the Brunſwick 
Family is ſeated on the Brizi/h Throne: 
N 18 againſt that Prince theſe outrage- 
ous Anathema's are thundered. Hinc 
illæ Lacryme. Hence ariſes all his Male- 


volence : Hence all the bitter Overflow- 


ings of his Gall. Would ye be more 
fully convinced? Peruſe the Incendiary 
Letter itſelf, No—peruſe it not: For the 


whole Contents are one continued Chain of 
Malediction and Difloyalty. Was you 
there to ſee your King openly upbraided 


for entering into an Alliance with the 


Court of Berlin: Was you to learn that | 
his Majeſty, in ſo doing, apparently neg- 


aud and poſtponed the Safety of this Na- 


tion; how would ye comport yourſelves ? 


Would ye have ſufficient Patience to wait 


for 


L 14 ] 
for the inſufferably-tedious Deciſion of the 
Law to obtain due Juſtice and ample Satiſ- 
faction ? Or would ye not rather, ſpurning 
all Reſtraint, impetuouſly ruſh in upon this 
enormous  Columniator with your naked 
Swords, and, in the Fury of your Zeal, 
ſacrifice him to your juſt Reſentment? 


Tulxk not that I mean to irritate and 
provoke you to fo precipitate a Meaſure. 
Ye neither can want a Provocation : Nor 1s 
there any Neceſſity for me to aggravate the 
_ Circumſtances : Permit me but to tranſcribe 

a Paſſage from this inflammatory Letter, 
and I make no Doubt but ye will be ſuffi- 
ciently incenfed againſt the Author, with- 
out any additional Irritation. 


© RB not a with ſpecious Tales of 
Conventions made with the Pruffian 
King, and vaſt Advantages obtained; 
“ what is this but farther Proof of Atten- 
tion to II- Weal, whilſt THE SAFET v 
OF THIS NATION IS STILL NEGLECT= 
© ED and poſtponed. Whatever be the 
« concealed Condition, be afſured, the Price 
cc of your Labour, the Works of your 
5 ce Hands, 


[15] 


« Hands, the Produce of your Manufac- 
_ « tories purchaſe him to the Engagement; 
« whatever the Advantage, it can accrue 
C to r alone. Of what other Con- 
« ſequences can theſe Treaties be to this 
« Land, ſaving that of compleating your 
« Perdition.” 


I cannoT take upon me to foreſee how 
you, who are his Majeſty's Body-Guards, 
will demean yourſelves on this Occaſion. 
But I can eafily conceive how a French 

Gens d. Armerie would have acted in a ſimi- 

lar Criſis. Would they not inſtantly have 
ranſack d the whole City and Suburbs of 
Paris to find out the Author? Would they 
not immediately have offered a publick Re- 

ward for diſcovering him? Or would they 

not procure an Edict to be publiſhed, 
making it Death for any one that ſhould 
knowingly harbour or entertain him? In 

5 ſhort, would they have left any Corner 

unſearched, any Stone unturned, or any 

Expedient untried, till they had brought 

him to condign Puniſhment ? What then? 

Shall we conclude from theſe Premiſes, 

that the Gen: d Armes of France are more 

bs cordially 
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cordially affected to the French King, than 
the Britiſh Foot-Grenadiers are to the King 
of Great Britain? It were ungenerous, it 
were unjuſt, nay it were criminal to give 
the leaſt Appearance of Credit to fo falſe, 
ſo groundleſs a Concluſion. But the Diffe- 
rence between the Forms of the two Go- 
vernments, makes it more adviſeable in a 
| Britiſh Subject to take no Steps that may 
leave behind them the viſible Traces of 
Violence. Veſtiges of this Kind are not 
only impolitical, but always odious in a 
free Country: And no one ſure that enjoys 
the Bleſſing of being born a Briton, will 
defend an Act that is, in its natural Ten- 
dency, an apparent Injury to the Rights and 
Liberties of a Brother Subject. And that 
too, more eſpecially, as the common Courts 
of Juſtice are conſtantly open, in which 
if a Delinquent be awarded in an adequate 
Proportion to his Delinquency, he cannot 
then reaſonably complain, either againſt his 
Accuſers or his judge; having nothing he 
can juſtly vituperate, expecting his own 
Demerit, his own Miſconduct, his own | 
| Fatuity. 


( 17 ] 


LET us take then a flight Review of the 
Paragraph above-cited, and impartially ex- 


amine if there be any Expreſſions in it, 
which for the Scandal they inſinuate, or 


for the Malignancy they diſperſe abroad, 
are as ſuch amenable to our common Courts 


of Judicature. 


Bur before we enter into a farther En- 


quiry, it may be worth our Notice to pre- 
_ obſerve the great Caution the Letter Writer 
has taken, throughout the whole Para- 
graph, not to mention the King in poſitive 
expreſs Terms, intending, in all Probabi- 
| lity, to ſcreen himſelf under that Subter- 
fuge againſt any legal Proſecution. 


Wezz this his only Refuge, his ſole 


Aſylum, how egregiouſly unacquainted muſt 
he be with the Nature of our Laws in ge- 
neral, and the Doctrine of Libels in parti- 
cular. Would it not bring the utmoſt 

Contempt upon our Law, to ſuffer its 

Juſtice to be eluded by ſuch trifling Eva- 
fions? Would it not be the moſt ridiculous 
| Abſurdity imaginable to ſay, that a Writ- 
ing, which 1s underſtood by every the 


C meaneſt 
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meaneſt Capacity, cannot poſſibly be under- 


ſtood by a Judge and jury? Let me aſk this 


Author, what Perſon in an aggregate Senſe, 
or what Perſon ingly has made this Con- 
vention with Pruſſia? it cannot be the 
Commons of this Kingdom, for they claim 


no ſuch Right: It cannot be the Peers, for | 


they pretend to no ſuch Privilege : It muſt 
then indiſputably be the King : Nay, it is 
impoſſible it ſhould be any other Perſonage 
whatever : For the Power of making Trea- 

ties, War, and Peace is ſolely inveſted in the 

Crown: And it were the extremeſt Injuſ- 
| tice to deny the Crown this Prerogative, 


ſince it is by far the brighteſt and moſt 


valuable Ornament in the Britiſb Diadem. 


War Opinion are we then to entertain 
of that Writer, who, falſe in his Quota- 
tions, unequal in his Style, incoherent in 


his Arguments, virulent in his Language, 
diſloyal in his Principles, ſeditious in his 
Doctrines, romantick in his Praiſe, unwar- 


rantable in his Cenſure; who, tho unpro- 


ſecuted for repeated Offences of a ſimilar 
Complexion, yet incorrigibly inſenſible to 
tne Mercy that has already been ſhewn 


him, 


"i 
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him, has ſtill the matchleſs unparallelled 


Aſſurance, to aſſert, that his Majeſty, by 
this late Treaty with Pruſſia, has mani- 


feſtly neglected the Sar ETY of Great 


Britain. 


Word not any one imagine, that this 
Author muſt certainly have ſeen the Trea- 
ty itſelf, that he had read it Article by Ar- 
ticle; that he had informed himſelf of the 


Nature of the reciprocal Obligations con- 
tained in it; and that, from a perſonal 
Knowledge of the two contracting Pow- = 
ers, he might eafily pre-determine the 
unavoidable Conſequences of it. 


Bur what ſhall we ſay, when he him- 


ſelf declares, that he has not ſeen the 
Treaty ; that he has not read ſo much as 


one Article of it, and that he is totally ig- 
norant of the Conditions of the Compact. 
Amazing! aſtoniſhing Effrontery ! to de- 


dlare himſelf ignorant of the Conditions, 
and yet confidently aſſert, that the Produce 


of our Manufactories muſt not only pur- 
chaſe the Engagement, but that, when 


| purchaſed, it can have no other Conſe- 


[20 ] 
quence, ſaving that of compleating our 
Perdition. 


Bur let this daring Inſolent tremble at 
bis Preſumption, and know, that no later 
than the Reign of Henry VII. the Solomon 
of England, who eſteemed it (as his Hiſ- 
torian, Lord Verulam, ſays of him) his 
chief Pride to govern this Kingdom by the 
known Laws of the Land; I repeat it a- 
gain, let this daring Inſolent tremble, and 
learn, that in the ninth Vear of this re- 
markably prudent Ara, Thomas Bagnal and 
_ Others were indicted, and had Judgment to be 
HanceD, DRAWN, and QUARTERED, for 
contriving the Death of the King: And let it 
te remembered, that the firongeſi Overt- Act 
of the Treaſon charged in their Indictment, 
was the diſperfing a certain Pampblet or 
Writing, written againſt the King and 
| Others of his Privy Council, which had a 
Tendency to alienate the Subjects Love from 
their Monarch. Eh 


Ix the reciting the above Report be not 
ſufncient to terrify and reform this ob- 
ſtinately- infatuated Party-Bigot, let me fur- 
5 | „% © 
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ther tell him, that in the thirty-firſt Year 
of Charles II. the Lord Chief Juſtice Holt, 


then on the Bench, declared, that all the 
Judges in England had reſolved, and given 
it as their Opinion to the King and Council, 


c That whoever publickly printed any Thing 
« any e relating to the Government, 
e without particular Licence from the Go- 


« yernment for ſo doing, was guilty of a 
great Offence and Miſdemeanor, and ſe- 


ec verely puniſhable.” And what indeed can 
be a greater Offence. againſt the State, than 


caſting odious Reflections on the Crown d 


Head, giving out general Miſrepreſentations 
of the Government, and ſpreading abroad 


mutinous Hints and Innuendo's ; all which 
evidently tend to excite Diſcontent and Se- 
en in the People. . 


Bur, Gentlemen, the Paragraph which J 


have already extracted from the third Letter 
10 the People, is not the only one in that 


Pamphlet which depicts your Royal Maſter, 
as a Sovereign that neglects the Weal and 
Proſperity of this Nation: Turn but your 


Eyes to the thirty-ninth Page, and read, 
with Patience, if you can, the following 


Sentence 


WF 
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Sentence ; © We know that our moſt gracious 
-n on the T-—e is abſolutely di- 
« yeſted of all ſuch partial Inclinations, pre- 
« ferring the national Bliſs of this and, and 
te its Inhabitants, to whom he was born a 
« Stranger, to the Welfare of that People, 
« amongſt whom he firſt drew his vital 

85 Breath. 2 


GENTLEMEN, I appeal to you, I appeal 
to the People, nay I appeal to their Repre- 
ſentatives in Parliament, if ever there yet 
was known, in a well-ordered Government, 
| where the Subjects are REALLY well-af- 
fected to their King, that Expreſſions of 
ſo vindictive and farcaltic a Turn were per- 
mitted to be publiſhed ; or, when publiſhed, 
permitted to paſs unpuniſhed, unreproved, 
unnoticed. If it be anſwered me, that the 
Words above-citzd amount not to a Libel ; 
let me alk the Author, what fantaſtick Rea- 


ſon then might induce him to price only 
the Initial and final Letters 8 n and 


 T——e? Had he intended to convey 
no finiſter, indirect Meaning, had he in- 


\ tended the Phraſe to be taken in its ſimple, 
natural Sni cation, What Occaſion would 
ä there 


[ 25 ] 
there have been for any Abbreviation ? But 
it ĩs plain a latent Poiſon was to be convey- 
ed; it is plain the Phraſe cannot be con- 
ſtrued in its direct, and moſt obvious Signi- 
fication, for the Reſult would be the groſſeſt 
Abſurdity imaginable. In ſhort, what 
could be a greater or more bare- faced Im- 

poſition on our Underſtanding, than to 
attempt to convince us that his Majeſty pre- 
fer'd the Welfare of Great Britain to the 
Welfare of Hanover, merely becauſe he was 
born a Stranger to Great Britain: And 
likewiſe, that he ſtill prefer'd his Britiſb to 
his Hanoverian Subjects, for no other Rea- 
ſon, but that he firſt drew his vital Breath 
amongſt the Hanoverians? Is not this Rea- 
ſoning contradictory to common Senſe? Is 
it not ridiculing, nay is it not wantonly cri- 
minating that laudable Paſſion, which in 
a certain Degree every one ought to have for 
the Country that gave him Birth. 


LET me then once for all, obſerve, that 
the Sentence above-mentioned cannot, with 
any Propriety, be interpreted otherwiſe than 
as a poignant, ironical Invective. The Au- 
thor will have us plainly underſtand it as 


ſuch 


[ 42 ] 
ſuch himſelf; for, in Page 51 of the ſame 
Letter, ſpeaking of a late Tranſaction, the 
immediate Act and Deed of our Sovereign, 
« What is this (fays he) but farther Proof 
« of Attention to H. n Weal, whilſt the 
« Safety of this Nation is negleQed ?” 


| Is not the Word farther a relative 
Term? Does it not imply, that his Ma- 
jeſty had given a prior Proof of a ſimilar 


Nature? No one, ſure, that has the leaſt. 


Glimmering of Diſcernment, will preſume 
to doubt it: So that theſe two Sentences, 
if compared together, amount to what the 

Laws of this Land always confider as a 

Libel. And, what is fill worlſe, they 
amount to a Libel of the blackeſt Nature. 

For by as much as the Perſon of the King 
is of greater Conſequence to the Kingdom, 
than that of a private Subject, ſo much 
greater is the Offence of libelling a 

Crom n'd Head, than that of libelling a 
ſimple Individual. 


Ne nn I very plainly perceive, 
the Author thinks he has ſecured himſelf 
krom a legal Finnen, by having very 
artfully, 


[ 25 ] 
artfully, as he imagines, wrapp'd up his 
Poiſon in the Diſguiſe of Irony. But was 
I to refer him to Popham's Reports, Page 3g, 
J am fully perſuaded he would find him- 
ſelf fatally miſtaken. For the Slander con- 
vey'd in Hicks's Caſe, which he will there 
ſee, was wholly ironical, and that 700 in 
the Negative: And although no Publica- 
tion of the Slander was proved, yet the 
Court held Plea of it, and puniſhed the 
Offender accordingly. 


I sHovuLD fay very little more on the 

preſent Occaſion, but that I am ſufficient- 
ly appriz d, there will not be wanting ſome 
over-officious, unſkilful Scribler, that will 
endeavour to retort my own Arguments 
againſt myſelf, relying on that generally- 
received Notion, © That he who applies a 
Libel, makes it; which, indeed, in ſome 

Reſpects is true, in others again, erre- 
neous. 


For Inſtance, where a Perſon explains 
a Libel, if it be done maliciouſly, that is, 
to hurt the Reputation of the Party libel- 

. D led, 
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led, ſuch Perſon, to all Intents and Pur- 
poſes, is deemed by Law a Libeller, be- 
cauſe he is a Publiſher and Promoter of 
Scandal: But, on the contrary, were it to 
be explained with no other View but to 
bring the Libeller to Light, in order that 
he may be legally proſecuted, this Act cer- 
tainly can never be tortured into a Breach 
of the Peace, and conſequently cannot be 
eſteemed an Offence, > 


I THovcnT it neceſſary to clear this 
Point, to vindicate the Part which I have 
taken, in cenfuring the Author of this de- 
famatory Letter, and likewiſe, Gentlemen, 
to chalk-out that Road which would be 
ct avifeable for you to take, in caſe 

vou think it worthy your Notice to call 
| him to a pub! ick Account. 


Brrozr I conclude theſe Sheets, I cannot 
but obſerve, there is a Clrenimſiance (not 
generally known) which highly aggravates 
the Afﬀront this Letter-Writer has given 
zou, Gentlemen, and that is, the great 
Contempt in which he ſeems to hold your 


Dit- 
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Diſpleaſure, by ſubmiſſively paying a Defe- 


rence to the Reſentment of the People of 
Scotland, and as notoriouſly refuſing to pay 
the leaſt Reſpect to you. For in the In- 
ſult he threw out againſt the Scotch, calling 


them a Country remarkable for their Di, 


loyalty; fearful, I ſuppoſe, of incurring 


their Enmity, he not only erazed the 
privative Prepoſition Dis out of every 


printed Copy, with his Pen; but, as if ſtill 


conſcious to himſelf he had not made that 


wiſe Nation ample Amends, he even con- 
deſcended to reprint the whole Page, and 
in tbe Place of ſo opprobrious a Term he 


very Pry ſubſtituted the Word 2 


ally. 


i hoy very prudently, for the Scotch are a 


People too deeply verſed in Politics, and 


too knowing in the ſecret Springs and 


Sources of Preferment, to permit fo grols, 


ſo public an Inſult to have paſſed long un- 


revenged. With Reſpect to your Corps, 


Gentlemen, the Cafe is quite different 

for he makes no Erazure, no Recantation ; 

but, on the contrary, implicitly confiding in 
D 2 SEES 8 
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your flegmatick, inſenſible, inanimate Diſ- 
poſition, he hugs himſelf in the plenary 
Enjoyment of an undiſturbed, unmoleſted 
Repoſe, at a Time when he is propagating 
the moſt atrocious of Scandals againſt 
you. 


Tn only Point now remaining, is, to 
find out the Author; a Taſk, perhaps, that 
will be attended with no ſmall Difficulty ; 
ſince, in all Probability, a Perſon that has 
dared to be ſo flagrant in his Abuſe, will 
have taken every neceſſary Precaution to 
baffle the ſtricteſt Reſearches of Juſtice. 
And yet, with relation to the Puniſhment to 
be inflited, nothing certain can be pre- 
determined, till the Identity of the Perſon 
be fully proved. For mere Perſonality in 
this (and indeed in moſt judicial Proceed- 
ings) is a Circumſtance that either greatly 
alleviates, or greatly aggrevates the Of- 
| fence, and conſequently may be confidered 
as the diſcretionary Rule or Standard, by 
which a jury is to ſquare and proportionate 
their Verdict. An Inſtance of this Kind, we 
have in the Caſe of Mr. Pryn, for libelling 


the 
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the King and Government: For, I very 
well remember, that the * Sentence pro- 
nounced againſt him was univerſally allowed 
to be too ſevere; and the chief Reaſons urged 
for mitigating the Severity, were, that he 


was a Gentleman by Birth, a Gentleman by 
Profeſſion, and a Scholar of the deepeſt 


Erudition. 


Now #f we are to judge by the Rule of 


Reverſe, if the Third Letter to the People 


be found an infamous Libel againſt the 


State, and / the Author likewiſe is found 
to be neither a Gentleman by Birth, a Gen- 
tleman by Profeſſion, nor yet a Scholar 


with the leaſt Tincture of Erudition, it fol- 


lows, that, he can be no ways entitled to 2 
Lenity, no Favour, no Mercy, eſpecially 


as that fingle Letter contains infinitely more 
| . Rancor 


— — 


- — 
_ a — 


* Mr. Pryn was ſentenced to be put from the Bar, 
expelled the Society of Lincoln's Inn, to be degraded 


and expelled the Univerſity of Oxford, to have his 


Book burnt by the Common Hangman, to ſtand twice 
in the Pillory, to have both his Ears cut off, to pay 


A Fine of Five Thouſand Pounds, and to ſuffer per- 


petual Impriſonment, 


„ 
Rancor and perſonal Scurrility, than the 
whole Hiſtrio-maſtix of Mr. Pryn. 


Bou x, after all your Enquiries, Gentlemen, 
if this unhappy Author, ſo far from being 
either a Gentleman or a Scholar, ſhould 
prove to be one of the very Scum or Dregs 
of the common Rabble, againſt whom 
gravely and judicially to proceed, might 
ſully and demean the Dignity of your Sta- 
tion, permit me to remind you, there is 
{till a ſuitable Puniſhment 12 petto, which . 
the Populace, Time immemorially, have, 
of their own Accord, always inflicted on 
ſuch Offenders, by a kind of cuſtomary, 
preſcriptive Right; and that is, where the 
Culprit is of baſe Birth, and very mean 
Condition, not to drag him to the publick 
Courts of Juſtice, but as it were ſuo jure, 
to hurry him away in Triumph to the 
| neareſt Pump, or moſt convenient Horſe- 


Pond. 


Bur, Gentlemen, not to trifle in an Ar- 


gument of ſo ſerious a Conſideration, and 


— convince you, that vou cannot be too 


ny 
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deeply incenſed at the convitiatory Stigma, 
with which this Author has impudently 
dared to brand your military Enſign, per- 
mit me to give you Scripture Proof, as an 
inconteſtable Authority, that this military 

Enſign, which ye bear in the Centre of 
your Foreheads; this military Enſign, which 
this impious, blaſpheming Author has 
called the Mark of ignominious Slavery, 


„ expreſs Typification and Symbol of 


N 


a Monarch highly favoured by Heaven, 
and prophetically promiſed to us by no 
leſs an Evidence than one of the Inſpired 
Writers. For he tells us, That he faw 
the Heavens opened, and behold a White 
« Horſe, and he that ſat upon him was 
«© called Faithful and True, and in Righte- 

e ouſneſs he doth judge and make War; 
<« his Eves were as a Flame of Fire, md 
* on his Head were many Crowns; the 
c Armes which were in Heaven followed 
« him upon White Horſes; out of his 
Mouth goeth a ſharp Sword ; and he 
e hath on his Veſture and on his Thigh a 
« Name written, King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords.“ Certainly no one can 
= read 
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read this Prophecy, but muſt manifeſtly ſee 
the Completion of it, in the Perſon of our 


preſent Royal Sovereign. Is not the White 


| Horſe the appropriate Banner of our King? 
Is he not called Faithful, as Defender of the 
Faith ? Is not the Army following him with 
their White Horſes, expreſſively-emblema- 


tical of your particular Corps ? Do not the 
many Crowns on one and the fame Head, 

demonſtrably aſcertain the Identity of your 
Royal Maſter ? If then we are thus clearly, 


thus circumſtantially foretold by the Holy 
Scripture, that this Military Enfign is a par- 
ticular Mark and Note of the Divine Fa- 


vour towards this Nation, it more particu- 
luarly concerns you, Gentlemen, who are 
the immediate Guardians of that ſacred 


Banner, to preſerve it from Aſperfion, Diſ- 


| honour, and Contempt. It is a facred De- 


poſit committed to your Charge; and what- 
ever Detriment it may receive, while in 


_ your Hands, you are anſwerable for it be- 
tore your King, before your Country, and 
even before that Allwiſe Being, who, by 
this long-predicted Type, has been pleaſed 
to notify to the Chriſtian World, that our 
5 8 Sovereign 
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Soyereign is his choſen King, and that we 
ourſelves are now his peculiar People. 


Tus, Gentlemen, upon a flight Revi- 


ſal of what has been offered to your At- 


tention, it will appear, that we have ſuf- 
ficiently pointed out the Nature of the A- 
buſe, the Perſons againſt whom particularly 
levelled, and the moſt juſtifiable Meaſures 
by which it may be ſeverely puniſhed. 
We have likewiſe ſhewn, that the Scotch, 


by timely chaſtiſing any national Reflection 


thrown out againſt them to their Prejudice, 
have laudably procured to their Country- 
men the Recantation of a printed Calumny; 
and that you, Gentlemen, by a contrary Be- 
haviour, have permitted an Obliquy upon 
your Royal Maſter, and an Inſult upon your 
whole Corps, to be handed down to Poſterity, 
and that too, if Report is to be credited, in 


no leſs than three thouſand Copies. Is it 
poſſible then, ye can till remain indiffe- 
rent, inert, and totally unmoved ? Is it 


b thus ye intend to become the Teachers of 
paſſive Obedience ? Is it thus ye propoſe to 
verify the Doarine of Non-· reſiſtance? Has 


. „ 
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then the clamorous Voice of Defamation 
no Power to rouze you from your Lethar- 
gy ? Does the Ruſſian KNoor, or the Laſh 
of Ignominy leave no Smart, no Cicatrix 
behind? Are ye Stones, that ye have no 
Feeling ? Are ye Stocks, that ye have no 
Reſentment? Are ye Drones, that ye have 
no Sting? Muſt ye be goaded into Exertion ? 


Or has it not been ſufficiently demonſtrated 


to you, that, in publick Print, ye are ſtig- 
matiſed in a moſt ſcandalous Manner, as 
Daſtards, branded with the Mark of ig- 
nominious Slavery? Or are ye no ways in- 
tereſted, when ye hear your King irreve- 
rently upbraided ; his ſacred Standard irre- 
 ligiouſly blaſphemed; and your own Ho- 
nour almoſt ws paired injured | 6 


In would do well to recollect, in what 
Light your * Anceſtors conſidered this 
Clats of defamatory Writers. From the 

* 


=" * 


8 * the Me of 2 VIII. we | Rnd a Peer 
of the Realm ind cted of Treaſon, for Words that 
mount to no more than a Slander upon the Mini- 
br y who adviſed the King; and, at dhe ſame Time, 
2 Knight 


; 
f 
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Reign of Alfred the Great, down to that of 
Queen Elizabeth, they held thein not mere- 
ly as Libellers. No, Gentlemen, they look- 


ed upon them as a more obnoxious Set of 


People; for they held them as Traytors to 
their King, as Traytors to their Country, 
| and 


2 — — — — — . 


a Knight charged with the like Crime, for only a 


verbal Cenſure of that Proceeding; of which the 


following is a Copy. 
Surrige, A NNO triceſſimo Henrici coctavi. 
> Henricus Marchio Exon' proditorie 


dicebat. I e well of the Proceedings of Cardinal 
Pl: & ulterius, but I like not the Proceedings of 


this Realm: and I truſt to ſee a Change of the 


World: & wlterins, I truſt once to have a fiir Day 


upon thoſe Knaves which rule about the King: 
E ulterius, I truſt to give them a Buffet one Day. 


Et quod Nicholaus Carew. Miles, | malitioſe & 
proditorie murmuravit, & indignatus fuit, & 
dicebat hæc verba Anglicana: I marvel great- 


: ly that the Indictment againſt the Lord Mar- 
quis, was ſo ſecretly handled, and to what Purpoſe : 


for the like was never ſeen. 


Per bagam Seſſion' tent” coram Thom Aulley 


Cuncellar & aliis, 30 H. 8. 


3 
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and they puniſhed them accordingly. And 


at this Day, tho it be not treaſonable, by 
malevolent Aſperſions, to ſcandalize the 


King or Government, yet is it eſteemed a 
moſt heinous Offence. And this Offence, 
as committed by our Author, is ſtill high- 
ly aggravated by concurrent Circumſtances. 
For this is not the only Letter he has pub- 


liſt ed, uttering, in Contempt of all Decency, 

the bittereſt Invectives againſt the Crowned 
Head; reviling the moſt reſpectful Charac- 
ters in the Adminiſtration ; and & contrario, 
enthuſiaſtically extolling every bawling, 
unſatiable, refractory Anti-Courtier, whom 
his Majeſty has thought convenient, either 
tacitly to exclude from his private Councils, 


or ſignally to diſmiſs from public Office. 


Tus I fay, Gentlemen, is not the only = 
Letter, it is the Third he has written, all 
prompted by the ſame Spirit, all penned in 


the ſame Strain, all tending to the ſame End. : 
Let in this Letter only, has he particularly 
lingled out your Corps, as a proper But, 


againſt which he may ſafely ſhoot his 


| keeneſt Satyr; 3 and as a choice uintain, in 


1 whoſe _ 
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whoſe Waite Marx he wantonly may 


lodge the ſharpeſt Arrows of his enve- 
nomed Malice. A Malice which calls aloud 


for immediate Redreſs; and unleſs it be 


ſeverely corrected at preſent, be perſuaded, 
every ſeditious Witling, every Party-hired 
Scribbler, will be continually treating you 


with the ſame Diſreſpect, Deriſion, and 
CO... 


Tnus, Gentlemen, it behoves you now 
to be doubly diligent ; ye have been hither- 
to too remiſs, too inactive, not to ſay too 
diſpirited; you are the Party particular- 
ly aggrieved; to you it belongs to right 
your injured Reputation; to reſcue your 
military Enſign from the Hands of every 
hoſtile Invader; and reſtore the now- 
tarniſhed Embroidery to its primitive Re- 
fulgency; the Courts of Judicature are 
open, the Laws of the Land are in your 
Favour, and a Britiſh Jury, you may be 
aſſured, will faithfully diſcharge their Duty 


towards you, towards their King, and to—- 
wards their Country. 
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